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By PAULKENYON ) =
Good news it is that the Gilbert
Homg is to be preserved as a working

building containing lawyers’ offices.

This three-story structure of about .
15 rooms at Western Avenue and An-
gle Street is one of the everyday trea- -
sures of downtown Gloucester, partly
because its substantial beauty is so - -
easily enjoyed by passersby. '
. The house has a characteristically . "
historic background. It was builtin = . . R
1750 by Nathaniel Ellery, accordingto = Paul Kenyon is the retired assoclate
Mary Brooks’ knowledgeable folder  editor of the Times,
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¢ Home a worthy preservation

from the day she refused to marry
him when she was 18 to the day of her

- death at 75. Their paths constantly
.crassed In the houses of friends, at
“church and an the street, and as Eliza

said, ‘He looks stony at me still.’ More
than once at dinner, after one of his
late morning calls, 1 heard Grand-
mother comment, ‘But Addison’s

" bark is worse than his'bite’.”

 After the death of Addison’s father, .

in 1860, his stepmother, Mary Hayes
Gilbert, spent the rest of her days in

the Gilbert house with her stepson and
' niece. She ruled the roost until she got

oo old, when she 'about-faced and
‘turned the ruling over to Addison. He .

| s . loved to rule. And this was the first
ouse Gl‘een,v”publ shedin1923. ioh s08. 000 or A ihet t{“::nfffﬂmminsc years under his own
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. Technically the bequest was put In
the custody of a board of -trustees,
which has maintained the old folks’
home for nearly 100 years. Changmf _
conditions caused their recent deci-' -
sion to turn the real estate into'a"‘

charitable fund, as was done in the .
case of the Huntress Home on Pro-
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occupants now and then giving me an '
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i Addison Gilbert, who never mar- that If I save my?ennl\as les the dollars
ried, had business interests in Boston = Would take care of themselves.” -
as well as Gloucester. He was active - oo
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révailed upon to a
ester.” Robe rs; the Demo-
atie candidate, won, 1093 to 698,

Added Pringle, ““This result was
somewhat of a surprise, and Mr: Gil-
bert's defeat was no doubt due in a
great measure fo an over-confident
remark when he publicly accepted the

ation, ‘I know 1 shall be elect-

Addison Gilbert died in 1888, seven
months after his stepmother died at
the age of 101. ‘



